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months to come will be the acid test of their good will, of their
comprehension of her needs as distinguished from their own interests,
and of their intelligent and unselfish sympathy.

On the day following the receipt in Petrograd of the
text of the President's address, the city awoke to find it
placarded upon the walls. It was printed on a hundred
thousand Russian posters and on three hundred thousand
Russian hand-bills. The American Y.M.C.A., availing itself
of Bolshevik aid, distributed one million copies throughout
the Russian lines, and another million, in German, within
the German lines on the Eastern Front. Every newspaper
carried it in full. For though the Bolsheviks distrusted
Wilson's " empty phrases ", and made no secret in the
columns of Izvestia of their distrust, the message was an
admirable weapon of propaganda and they exploited it as
such.

But despite this prodigal distribution, the Fourteen
Points were destined to have little or no effect upon
the Brest-Litovsk negotiations. They had no restraining
influence upon the Soviet Government, for, while President
Wilson was addressing the crowded Congress of the United
States in Washington, Lenin at Smolny was travelling a
strange road to a stranger Damascus. In the depths of his
own soul he had reached the conviction that a separate peace
with Germany was now inevitable. The revelation that the
world revolution was not yet ripe for fruition had declared
itself to him, and now, alone, and with fierce searchings of
heart, he was preparing the enunciation of that bitter
doctrine to the party. It would entail a policy of defeatism
which it would be difficult to defend and which would meet
with violent opposition both within the ranks of the
Bolshevik Party itself and from their unwilling allies the
Left Social Revolutionaries. For what Lenin had decided
upon was no less than the temporary abandonment of world
revolution to save the Russian Revolution. It was that
principle of strategic defeat which he had had the courage